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MINUTES 
BOARD OF GOVERNORS, BG-132 

Date: Wednesday 10 April 2024 Time: 14:30  

Location: CA105/6, Catalyst, Leek Rd 
 
Notes:   

1. Items marked with an asterisk (starred items) are for information only or regarded as noncontentious. Starred items will 
not be discussed and will be assumed to have been noted or approved unless a request to unstar a named item is 
received from a Board member in advance, or at the commencement, of the meeting. 

2. Items classified as Confidential, and their subsequent minutes, will be redacted before publication of the agenda and 
minutes on the University’s public website. 

 
Know Your Business Session, 14:30 – 15:00: Understanding University League Tables. A session was delivered by 
Professor Kevin Hetherington, Deputy Vice Chancellor summarising the University’s current position in the major UK league tables 
and their importance in enabling the University to identify differential performance.  
 
Kim Newell Chebator asked if there was a proven correlation between certain league tables and recruitment performance.  
Professor Hetherington responded that whilst they were consulted by potential applicants the league tables tend to be a lower 
importance  source for domestic applicants of post 92 universities (compared to say Russell Group where they are significant). 
However, a presence in the QS World Ranking was significant for attracting overseas applications. He added that league tables 
are also useful in providing important metrics to help the University monitor and improve the quality of its education.  
 
Discussion ensued on potentially working with an external group to help improve league table performance. Kevin Hetherington 
explained that the financial implications of outsourcing are currently preventative, however the University has the expertise to 
manage this internally.  
 
Martin Pugh asked if there was an inverse relationship between league table performance and widening access. Kevin 
Hetherington explained that there was a tension between league table performance and access, for example, tariff upon entry. 
 
Olayemi Ajiteru asked about potentially collaborating with international alumni to improve its world rankings. Kevin Hetherington 
confirmed that those who have coauthored with the University in the past are already approached and that an exercise to identify 
international academics amongst the alumni is also being considered.    
 
Len Stuart asked about the University’s approach to improving in areas where the metrics are low. Kevin Hetherington explained 
that specific reasons impacting performance are analysed in such cases, and actions identified to improve performance.  
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